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OUR MISSION 
The mission of Strength for Service, Inc. is to publish and provide spiritual and 

inspirational literature for members of the armed services, law enforcement officers, 
firefighters, EMTs/paramedics and other community servants. 

OUR VISION 
The vision of Strength for Service, Inc. is to bring spiritual comfort and assurance to 

those engaged in service to others. 

“A good family friend gave me a 
copy of Strength for Service prior to 
my year-long deployment to 
Afghanistan. This year has been very 
rough and we’ve lost a lot of 
soldiers, including soldiers we never 
knew but fought so hard to save; 
most times we won that fight but 
sometimes we lost. I read the daily 
devotionals every night before bed to 
help me reflect on my day, become a 
better Christian and build my faith.” 

Captain Karen Bagzis 
U.S. Army 
Afghanistan 

“Thank you so much for your 
support via the God and Country 
daily devotional books.  I love them 
and have been handing them out 
like candy to our sailors onboard the 
ship.  Not only is there some very 
good content in the booklets there is 
that all important connection to the 
past heroes that is so important to 
our military mindset.” 

Lieutenant Williams, command 
chaplain USS Gettysburg, a guided 
missile cruiser, Mayport Naval 
Station, Jacksonville, FL 
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“BEYOND OUR DREAMS” 

While still in disbelief that 2,403 people had been killed and 18 ships lost in 
the 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor, editors at the Methodist Publishing House in 
Nashville wanted to do something in response to the declaration of war. 

The editors asked the Rev. Norman E. Nygaard, pastor of First Presbyterian 
Church in Los Angeles, to recruit 365 church leaders to write one-page 
devotions for members of the Armed Services. 

I doubt that either the editors or Rev. Nygaard dreamed Strength for Service to 
God and Country would be read by 1,500,000 soldiers, sailors and marines. 

When Evan Hunsberger decided to re-publish the historic book for his Eagle 
Scout project, he only dreamed of providing the books to sailors in bases near his southern California 
home. He had no idea the expanded book would be given to 500,000 people. 

And neither Evan nor the groups aiding this Roman Catholic Boy Scout had any thought of 
publishing a similar book for first responders. 

The publication of Strength for Service to God and Community was beyond their dreams. 

This annual report is published on the 75th anniversary of the publication of the first book. Even the 
75th year has exceeded our greatest dreams for this ministry. 

The enclosed reports will detail what God has done with and through this ministry in the past year, 
but I hope you will regard this report as an expanded “thank you” letter for your contributions, 
which have helped expand this ministry “beyond our dreams.” 

L.W. Smith, president

Strength for Service, Inc. 
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       FROM THE ACTING EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

I hope this annual report provides you with some information about the 
expanding ministries of the Strength for Service corporation. But, I really want 
you to regard the following pages as an extended “thank-you letter” for 
supporting this ministry to men and women who risk their lives in the service 
of others. 

I am especially grateful to the talented team of directors who graciously give 
of their time and money to guide us into new arenas. Special appreciation 
goes to L.W. Smith, president of the corporation. This Vietnam War veteran 

knows first-hand how important this ministry is to members of the Armed Forces. 

The board is supported by you and countless other volunteers who make personal contributions and 
who work with churches and retail stores to provide funds for this important outreach effort. The 
simple act of registering a credit card with The Home Depot may seem insignificant, but last year 
registrations resulted in a check for $62,487, an amount which provided 12,000 devotional books for 
military personnel and first responders. 

I hesitate to name particular persons who have supported this ministry, but I must give a special 
thank you to David Steward, founder and chairman of World Wide Technology, for providing 
30,000 copies of Strength for Service books. Also, Morris Dennis, founder of the Dennis Paper 
Company, and son Ronald Dennis, president of the Nashville-based company, saved the ministry 
thousands of dollars by providing free storage space for the books. 

The biggest thank you is reserved for you, a tireless volunteer who has never been thanked for your 
service and your financial support.  I hope this annual report will help you understand how much 
your support has meant to Strength for Service. 

Larry W. Coppock, acting executive director 

Strength for Service, Inc. 
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Chapter Four 

In 1998, Evan Hunsberger, the grandson of Eugene, noticed a tattered copy of the book of daily devotions on 
the bedside table of his grandfather. 

In need of an Eagle Scout project, Evan asked his grandfather if it 
would be a good idea to republish the book as his Eagle project. 

He thought he could provide copies to Camp Pendleton, the Long 
Beach Naval Station, and other military installations near their Orange 
County California home. 

“That’s not a good idea,” said Eugene. “That’s a great idea.” 

Chapter Five 

The General Commission on United Methodist Men, the agency 
responsible for scouting ministries, helped Evan secure the publishing 
rights from the United Methodist Publishing House, and assisted in 
adding 40 meditations from contemporary religious leaders to create a 
second edition of Strength for Service to God and Country. 

The commission received the support of the Pentagon and launched a fund-raising campaign resulting in the 
publication and distribution of 530,000 copies of the updated book. 

Chapter Six 

While distributing the 400-page book to military chaplains to give to their troops, some of the copies were also 
given to fire fighters and police officers. While these public servants were grateful, they were aware the 
meditations were written for the military. They asked if a volume could be written for them. 

In 2013, the SFS team created Strength for Service to God and Community, a 365-page book of daily devotions for 
first responders and all those in the service of others. 

The commission also established the Eugene Hunsberger Strength for Service Endowment Fund at the United 
Methodist Church Foundation (http://www.umcfoundation.org/). 

Chapter Seven 

Noting that both books are designed for Christians from all denominations, the commission created a 12-
member non-denominational board of directors and secured non-profit status from the Internal Revenue 
Service. 

The board elected L.W. Smith, a Vietnam veteran and a strong supporter of the books, to serve as president of 
the board and established a $250,000 budget for 2015. 

Bobby Wharton, president and CEO of a Memphis, Tenn., company that provides emergency vehicles for first 
responders, was elected vice president. 

Ingram Howard, former president of the Tennessee Conference UM Men and a retired banking official, was 
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elected treasurer. 

Rev. Lydia Istomina was elected secretary. 

The board continues to send military books to chaplains upon request, encourages churches and civic 
organizations to provide books for members of fire stations and police departments, and rushes books to first 
responders following shootings and natural disasters. 

The story begun in 1942, reintroduced in 2000 and expanded in 2013, has become a promise to future 
generations. 

HONOR FIRST RESPONDERS BY PROVIDING DEVOTIONALS 

TO THOSE WHO SERVE EVERYDAY 

Order a case of Strength for Service God and Community devotionals by April 1 to 

be delivered prior to May 1 for presentation at International Firefighters Day (May 

4) and National Police Week (May 14-20) events. Books come in cases of 52 copies

for first responders at the price of $300, including shipping (35% discount). Visit 

www.strengthforservice.org for more information or contact L.W. Smith at (803) 

730-6769, or tigerraglw@yahoo.com.
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    2016 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

   PRESIDENT 
L.W. Smith

VICE-PRESIDENT 
Bobby Wharton 

SECRETARY 
Lydia Istomina 

TREASURER 
Ingram Howard 

DIRECTORS 

Gen. Charles R. Bailey 

 Steven Dix 

Sonya Hairston  

Gilbert C. Hanke 

Robert Hurst 

Kevin Jura 

Karin Paparelli 

Rev. Richard Pusateri  

 Doug Wright 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Byrd Bonner 

Col. Thomas S. Clark III 

Rev. Fred Dettwiller 

T. Morris Hackney

Evan Hunsberger 

Don Hunsberger 

James Jeffery 

Gen. Charles Krulak 

Paula Lovell 

John Ouellette 

David Poston 

Chief Daniel Tackett 
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE 

 

World Wide Technology Provides 30,000 SFS Books 

World Wide Technology, Inc. (WWT), a global systems 
integrator servicing the technology needs of large public 
and private organizations, including many of the world’s 
best-known brands, is providing 30,000 copies of Strength 
for Service books. 

David L. Steward, founder and chairman of WWT, worked 
with Larry Coppock to provide the spiritual and 
inspirational books for first responders and military troops. 

In 1990, Steward co-founded a small company that resold 
PCs and other technology products. Twenty-five years later 
that company has more than 3,700 employees around the 

globe. With annual revenue now exceeding $7 billion, WWT ranks 51st on Forbes’ “Largest 
Private Companies” list and 28th on Fortune’s “100 Best Companies to Work For” list. 

Steward holds a bachelor’s degree in business management from Central Missouri State 
University, and he also received honorary doctorates from both Harris Stowe State 
University in 2002, and Lindenwood University in 2010. 

Ebony magazine named him as one of 100 most influential Black Americans, and Success 
magazine named him the 14th best American entrepreneur. 

Following service on the executive committee of the Boy Scouts of America Central Region, 
Steward currently chairs the BSA Council for the Greater St. Louis Area and is on the 
National BSA Board. 

When Steward was a member of Union Memorial UMC, the pastor asked him to start a 
Sunday school class for business people. He called the study, “Doing Business by the Book.” 
The lessons later resulted in the publication of Doing Business by the Good Book––52 Lessons on 
Success Straight from the Bible. 
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Church changes supplier to support ministry 

Each July, Faith UMC and Harbor House Crisis Shelters 
host a “Wildfire! Youth Mission Event” to welcome 
youth from around the region who will be engaged in 
mission work in the area. The goal is for Christian 
“holiness to spread like wildfire throughout the region.” 

The Rev. Joel Certa-Werner, pastor and director of the 
mission work, says they previously purchased some 
$10,000 in supplies and equipment at Menards because 
the store in Superior gave them an 11 percent discount. 

“When we learned The Home Depot is willing to donate 
a portion of purchases to help the Strength for Service 
devotional, we decided to drive the extra distance, forego the 11% rebate from Menards, 
and make the bulk of our purchases through Home Depot,” says Certa-Werner. “By doing so 
lives can be reached and blessed.” 

Certa-Werner says the process was simple. “All we had to do was register the church credit 
cards with The Home Depot, and now, whenever we use those cards at Home Depot, a 
portion of what we spend automatically goes to Strength for Service. It doesn’t cost us 
anything! This is truly a win-win situation. We are very pleased and would strongly 
encourage every UM church member to register through The Home Depot.”  

Register at http://www.homedepot.com/c/Pro_Xtra 

Enter user name: sponsorship@gcfa.org 

Password: gcfasponsor1 

Call Mike Daniel for more information (817) 825-0279)  
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Church honors deceased veteran 

On the Sunday nearest the 4th of July, Grand Avenue UMC annually 
hosts a Strength for Service Day.  

A retired member of the military frequently speaks at the service and 
tells how much the historic book meant to him. Five days prior to the 
July 3, 2016, service, Sammy Furo, a World War II veteran, died, and 
church members contributed $367 to Strength for Service in memory 
of the 89-year-old veteran. 

During World War II Sammy served on the battleship USS Monterey 
and was engaged in the attack on the Philippines. As a high school football star, Sammy led the 
nation in rushing with 3,633 yards. In 1948, he set a school record for Magnolia A&M (now Southern 
Arkansas University) when he returned a punt for 80 yards. 

Chaplains give 3,300 devotional books to deploying troops 

The Strength for Service team sent 3,300 copies of Strength for Service to God and Country to U.S. 
Navy Captain Fauntleroy, chaplain of the Pacific Fleet. The books were distributed by 54 
chaplains under his command. Those chaplains serve 88 ships. 

Several UM leaders were in the San Diego area for a national Boy Scouts of America meeting 
and they had the opportunity to personally greet Chaplain Fauntleroy and other Navy 
personnel. 

Sammy’s funeral was held at Grand Avenue UMC the Saturday before the Strength for Service 
Sunday. The Rev. David Fleming, pastor, officiated.
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STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES 

         YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2016 

       Additional Funds: Eugene Hunsberger Endowment: $8,420 

INCOME 

Book Sales…………………..     $117,840 

Donations…………………..        54,996 

Donations Restricted………  147,950 

Special Projects……………        65,547 

Total…………………..    $386, 333 

EXPENSES 

Book printing………………      $59,617 

Program expenses………… 
(shipping, supplies, 
fulfillment) 

 67,022 

Management and general…  9,494 

Fundraising…………………  10,195 

Total expenses……………  $146,328 

Increase in operating…… 
income (income over 
expenses) 

 $240,005 

Beginning balance Jan. 1…      $28,828 

Ending balance Dec. 31…...    $268,833 

BOOK SALES 
31% 

DONATIONS 
14%

DONATIONS 
RESTRICTED 

38%

SPECIAL 
PROJECTS 17%

INCOME

BOOK PRINTING 
41%

PROGRAM 
EXPENSES 

45.8%

MANAGEMENT 
6.2%

FUNDRAISING 
7%

EXPENSES
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Thank you for the Strength for Service “field book” - as I have referred to it for 

many years. I offer a weekly inspirational message to many other government 

employees as the only volunteer civilian staff chaplain on my naval base. It is 

refreshing to read new real life testimonies of how the Holy Spirit is working 

throughout the world in you daily messages. 

Paul Andrew 

NSA Panama City, Fla. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

FIRST RESPONDERS
46%

DISASTER RESPONSE 
19%

MILITARY CHAPLAINS 
35%

BOOK DISTRIBUTION 
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“I’ve been a first responder for over 20 years as a paramedic on an ambulance and for the last 17 years 
on a fire truck. I’ve had many heart-breaking experiences throughout my years and have come through 
it solely by the strength of my faith and the support of others. This devotional has helped me move 
from reactive to proactive and always seems relevant. It has had a tremendous impact on my life.” 

  Eric Knoefel 
  Knoxville, TN 

“I truly appreciate the blessing that you are distributing amongst soldiers. The impact of something as 
seemingly small as a book, can make a life-changing impact. Thank you.” 

 Tanner Mitchel, chaplain’s assistant 
 877th Engineer Batallion 
 Haleyville, AL 

“I use this book for my personal devotions and I would like to share them in my National Guard BN. 
While I would like them beforehand, I can have them shipped to the site of my deployment if the date 
is too close.” 

   First Lieutenant Jeremy Pederson 
  Atlantic, IA 

“I want to thank you for reviving the Strength for Service book, and I pray that it will continue to bless 
other Armed Forces personnel and give them the encouragement to go through life –– as it has done 
for me.” 

    Bennie Smith 
    Maintenance Support Specialist 
    Robins Air Base 
    Warner Robins, GA 

Strength for Service, Inc. 
1000 17th Ave S Nashville, TN 37212 

phone 615-620-7261 or 615-620-7262 
email: StrengthforService@gmail.com 

www.strengthforservice.org 

 


